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"StatisticB showing the state of livestock breeding in Poland during 
the poBt-World War II years prove that until 1949 "^olish a^rl* 
culture was fairly successful in this lenticular sector, with the 
exception of pig breeding, and not only achieved but even exceeded 
the targets of production laid down in the Three -Year Plan. After 
X9kS, however, a serious oetbacK was observed in this developnent^ 
InasiDuch as the increase in the heads of cattle and pigs proceeded at 
. • a much elower rate. This led to a revision of the provisions of the 
Six -Year Plan concerning livestock breeding, which was approved by the 
Second Congress of the Polish Communist Party. ! 


I 


"It Is characteristic that the some year 1949 which brought a serious 
decline in the rate of development of Polish agriculture, appears 
also as a crucial year for the riuctuations of the state of Polish 
aniisal breeding. The conclusion seems to be pretty obvious, since it 
was that very year, 1949 ^ which was marked by suddenly increased 
pressure on the peasants to form collective farms. j 


"In animal breeding, the periods of insecurity and fear of ta) jug 
risks, which hamper the effort of the producer, bring effects fmr 


more laatlng than in any other sphere of agriculture . A much ijonger 
time is needed to make up for the tem pora ry neglect, and also there 
is a much frreater need for la’ this 

of agricmiture. Therefore, such^upiaeavalB as enforced collect ivlfjiation 
are bound to prove more harmful to the state of livestock thcui jto the 
state of cultivation. 


"The situation in animal breed serious that it was openly 
acknowledged by the government in 1954', > Minister Mine admitted 

that there existed 'slight vacillritiohfl * in the numbers of heaio of 
cattle. In his analysis, he gaYe ;tff,6 reasons for such a state of 
affairs. The first was, that the pinoductdon of cattle fodder was' far 
behind the needs. The second was t^^.';g^Btence in the countryside of 
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*k-ulaK cleojcnts' and of the ‘ capital l.-t sp^'cijlatore* in towns, ovin^ 
to which - In hi» opir-ion - a large portion of cattle production 
found its way to the channel* of lll-egal dletrlbutton- 


"The following table abowB the nuioeritaL state of Poliah liveotoeX 
during the post -World War n years: ’{The figures arc taken from 
fragmentary official reports iubllahed in thepresa of Poland, and from 
t^V^ited Nations Year Book i The state ie given for 30 dune of each 
3'-ar. Figures for 1936 show the state as It was in the territories^ now,, 
belonging to Poland). 


19**9: 

Targets of the Three -Year Plan 
Reel echlevesffint 


Cattle 


Sheep 

Horses 

(in thousandG of heads) . . 


9,92^ 

9,68U 

l,9i*0 

‘SrlbS 

5,200 

9,000 

iylQO 

2, '*70 

0,3^5 

5 ,0 i6 

1,617 

2,5>H 

o,6;5Y 

9,350 

2r066 

2,677 

Tvacc 

S>50 

2,190 

2,7^7 

7.^00 

ft. 700 

2,460 

, ■ 

7,it5 

9,7iO 

3.330 

2,720 



."The nclual state ef animt br^i 

tiorv of the country. 3ta.t iSt-i !, j 
P oland are vc ry scarce ; hevo vo r 
about the state of aiialra- 


animt br^rc^tv. de terminer roeat and dairy produd- 
3t4i.t iSt-i.!, al data concerning tiuR production in . 
;e; iicvovor, the lol lowing table may give some idea . 






Milk* (incl. ml lx for 
butter cheesr prc<i.) 
in mllliv.ns of liters: 

tK!jO 

Butter (in tons) 

^k2at (In tons) l,l66,0(X> byO.-XKl 


IQIS^ ■' '* ■ ^ 


70,000 100,000 


:i2.ooo 


-^933>ooo,;:’ 


*) Target lor miU product ion; allllon lltera irt 1955 - , ' “ 

In iRcat product 3 <!»>j the i‘!rviport.ioi]i o» ditlerent ,ot . 

«re as rollovs: piss - aoout 1 ^, ■ about 25f, ah«p and 

calves - abouoji. /; 






"The following cocs^nts may o*: 'iCdec cc the abovn table; 




a. ) The gr-at. increase ia bu'.ter production resulted in the non- 

ruimtaenU of targets in other ««ctcrfe ci dairy prodgction (paateurlaed , , 

milk etc.) The reason behind it was t.he .large -ec.ale export 

Butter consumption inside the country was effectively regulated by ^ iv.v 

means. of hljdi prices. 

b. ) Meat production caU'u.lated per head of population ^did not »how^ 

any effective incr'^ase be ween the , ears .19^9 and 1953-. X9*‘9 thl* ^ 7;^,: =^i4t-iTS •-• 

production was a*: least kllogramR per head, accepting the, number oC , , . ^ 

population ^5 trvililona (this number was preBumably smaller at that titue), . w.. 

in 195.3 the production was 35 Kilograma per head of population, which ^ , 

would result in a weekly meat ration of less than 6?5 gramfi. This ^ ^ 

estimate however doc* not take ^’';to account the enomioiia exports of 

and meat products ^rtiich may ha*. imovinted to about a half Of the entlr^^^ 

production. If these exports are conaidered, the rat ion of meat per ,7 .. 7 

head cones out to be very pitiable indeed. These j.ta tlgtics illustrate 

clearly the failure of the r e -T^Br 
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reAflons vblch Mlnlft«r Uiafd as a .Si«£« for what he 
^•uph«KLetl4|iUy ealled ^allgut vaclllatioiisS are oaij 'tartly true* 

Tber# vat - and it - a certain amount of secret slau^tering and 
■peculation in meat, but it is proportionately too small to influence 
terioatly the general positicm. As to the insufficient production of 
f odder/ Mine "*9 right/ insofar as the utilization of pasture lands In 
Poland it still inadequate/ cmd there is a need for more meliorations. 
Bewever/ this insufflciont production of fodder is also largely due to 
the tame reasons which caused the general decline of Polish ag^culturt/ 
i.e./ to the scare of collectlvl|ation. 


10 . 



U. 


"Apart from the pastures/ the 'fodder-base' is provided by the basic 
agricultural products: rye/ oats, barley and potatoes. With the state 
of livestock as It was in 19^^, fodder needs amounted toj 11 , 500,000 
tons of potatoes and more than two *'^lllon of rye, barley ana oats. 

Vita the gradual increase in heads of livestock, these vwfidB also grew 
by about two million tons of potatoes and 500,000 tons of com every 
year. However, at that time ceime the general lowering of agri- 

cultural production and the stabilization of potato and grain crops at 
a lower level, due mainly to the '•ollectivtaation campaign. 

"Another iaportent reason for the failu’*e - which Mine did not mention - 
is the very inexpert and faulty handling of this phase of agriculture 
by governmental planners az>d bureaucrats. Their mistake imis that they 
did not pay enough attention to the proper building up of reproduction 
^toek. This Is revealed by the decree of the Council of Ministers of 
17 Dec 53» which states the urgent need for regular breeding of animals 
for reproduction^ In this sectoi - it Is Iztplled - planning has been 
inadequate, amd it has been left to the mercy of * spontaneous processes'. 
In other words, govemmentsl planners have bungled the Job, 

"There ls> ho weverj yet another striking fsature in the situtstlon, whi^ii ; 
s<^ds to I I general conclusion that the failure In livestock breeding 
should be attributed mainly to the regime. While the proportion of 
coUectivllied agriculture within all Polish agriculture has been 
steadily growing during the last few years, the participation of 
'socialist agriculture* in livestock brewing is still very modest. 

The main bulk of livestock production c<»i6s”from individual farmers. 
This is illustrated by the follcwlng table: 


State of animal breeding (heads) on 30 Jun 53: 
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Number of h^ads in all Polish 
agriculture: 

Number of heads in production 
cooperatives and state -owned 
farms (Pt^s) 


Cattle 


Pigs 


Sheep 


7,385,000 9,730,000 3^330,000 


5^5,000 1,090,000 3 M >,000 


"In conpariaon with the areas under cultivation actually held by the 
'socialist agriculture', the position is as follows;. , . 

'Socialist agriculture* holds 203t of all areas under cultivation. 

Its contribution in the production of cattle Is about 7^ 

'■ " pigs " 11^ 

" " sheep " 10^ 

"Efforts are now bein**’ made to Improve the state of livestock breeding 
in 'socialist agriculture*. At present, however. It is still clear that 
the main burden of livestock, product ion liet on the Individual farmers, 
and that the policy of the government tewards these fanners must needs 
have a detrimental effect on the general situation In livestock breeding 
in Poland. 
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The ft^ov© in©ntio^ieci decree of th#* Cr-im/' ; ■ m 

accepted i-.Arcetb or i-h • caniea out a revisal of previously 

epted argent, oi the atx-year Plan In this sectur of agriculture. 

t,argtt6, in comparison with che previous ones, are as 
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Target for 1^55 undei 
the original plan: 


In thousands of heads: 
Cattle Covs only Pig s 


Sheep 


10, t>oo 


Target for 1^55 under 

the revised plan: 7 , :/0u-8, luC 


tne re vised plan: 7 , loC ,,StX) 10,o0u-ll , 100 4,200-4,300 

i'or cat^le hae been reduced, while 

satCfLborv^X increased Sheep breeding Is the most 

tha^her^the a I® T and there is some chance 

target iL nL h -he government will be achieved. As to the 

4 bieoa.Lng, seems to oe exaggerated, especially since ' 

t thrcourL"oi"St-b?(abou1"o^"lor£^ 

the renovation ol tne stocS needed for 

shee^nd concentration of greatest efforts on 

“oHcv Of tif Characteristic. ii would show that the 

not so mLh h “‘e livestock raising is motivated 

food market ^ intention to obtain better supplies lor the internal 

assLTd that’ th ^ reasons of other nature. It may be 

token witr ev ^ increase oi targets for pig breeding has been under- 
and horn **P“ht 8 In mind. Greater quantities of oork meat, sausages 

s uvn production at least maintained if a 
-increase in the production of vooien textiles coniCB into 
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